
ine. Thus the influence of cocaine on the pupil is
overcome by one-fiftieth of its weight of eserine,
and its influence on accommodation by still less.
Homatropine is neutralized by one-eighth its weight
of eserine. But this drug requires two-thirds or four-
fifths of its weight of the myotic to overcome it. If
it is a local anaesthetic more powerful than cocaine,
and a mydriatic more powerful yet brief in its action
as homatropine, it must be a new drug, and one of
great practical importance. "

NEW DISEASE OF THE LIPS AND MOUTH.

Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson has recently drawn
attention to a disease which, he believes, up to the
present has not been recognized. It is a form of in-
flammation of the lips and mouth in which superficial
ulcerations occur, followed sooner or later by some

form of skin disease and leading to a fatal termina-
tion. The exact form of skin disease varies, but the
hands and feet are the parts usually affected, the
nails being especially prone to suffer. In some cases

the eruption may consist of bull\l=ae\,followed by free
papillary outgrowths. No special antecedents can

be alleged as the probable cause of the malady, but
the disease has only been observed in middle life or

in early senile periods. If not checked by treatment
the disease appeared to run its course in about six
months, death being produced by exhaustion. Mr.
Hutchinson considers that opium given in repeated
doses will cure it, and that there is hardly any ten-

dency to relapse afterwards. All the best marked
cases he had observed in males, butin several milder
ones the patients were women. Careful inquiry had
failed to support the suspicion that the disease might
be due to contagion from animals. He has lost two

patients by death; both were those first observed,
and since the discovery of the signal efficacy of
opium, no case had ended fatally. The observation
as to the efficacy of opium was simultaneously made
by Mr. Pollock and Mr. Hutchinson, two different
patients being at the same time under their separate
treatment and recovering under this drug. Since
that, every case yielded if the dose of opium were

sufficiently pushed. In one, however, the disease
did not yield quickly, and for more than a month
seemed likely to end in death. As regards perma¬
nency of cure, in one case the patient was known to
be quite well four years after his recovery; in an¬

other the same result had occurred; and in a third a

period of two years had elapsed. In two of the
milder cases, the disease had repeatedly recurred.
A great variety of remedies was tried without benefit

before the use of opium was resorted to. One thing
particularly noted was the fact that in no single case
had there appeared to be any tendency to sponta¬
neous improvement. In all cases the inflammation
of the mouth and lips took precedence of the skin
symptoms, and in some the latter were very slight.
Another fact was that he did not know of any case

that had as yet been obtained amongst the poorer
classes of society. Mr. Hutchinson suggests that
the affection is allied to other forms of disturbed
health attended by skin disease and occurring in
early senile periods, such as certain peculiar varie¬
ties of pemphigus, pityriasis rubra, psoriasis and
lichen planus. In confirmation of this suggestion
he mentions a case of an elderly lady who had a

kind of spreading eczema-psoriasis of the hands and
scalp. She lost her hair and nails, and was rapidly
failing in health in spite of various measures of treat¬
ment, but finally recovered quickly and completely
under opium ; but her case did not belong to the
class described, because she never at any time had
inflammation of the mouth.

A Myopic Horse.\p=m-\Oneof the attractions, and an

observed of all observers, of the Clinton market-
place in Boston not long since, as we learn from a

daily paper, was a horse wearing spectacles. The
animal was very near-sighted, and an oculist took the
necessary measurements and had a pair of concave

glasses made for it. Unfortunately the report does
not state just how the animal was examined, whether
he can count fingers at ten feet, or what Jaeger test
type he can now read.

SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.

AMERICAN DERMATOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.

Eleventh Annual Meeting, held in the Hall of the State
Medical and Chirurgical Society, Baltimore, Au¬

gust ji and September  and 2, 188 '.
( Concluded from page 347.)

Thursday,—Second Day.
At the business meeting the following were elected

officers for the ensuing year.

President.— Dr.  .  . Atkinson, of Baltimore.
Vice-President.—Dr. P. A. Morrow, of New York.
Secretary and Treasurer.-—Dr. G. H. Tilden, of

Boston.
The report of the Committee on the Congress of

American Physicians and Surgeons was received and
adopted.

Dr. I. E. Atkinson, of Baltimore, was appointed
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